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College Writing I ESL 42.111-201 Fall 2011
MWF 10:00-10:50 AM

Pasteur Hall, Room 404 North Campus

Professor Laura Lamarre Anderson
Contact Information:





Laura_LamarreAnderson@uml.edu
MrsLA@comcast.net 
Mailbox located in Falmouth 301

Office Hours:  M-W-F: 9:10-9:55

& by appointment in Falmouth 301A 

Course Description:
The course is designed to develop you academic writing skills to enable you to succeed at UML and beyond. Particular focus will be given to: communicating clearly with quality, academic language; developing and supporting an argument in both academic discussion and in writing; and honing critical reading and thinking skills.

Careful, critical reading of assigned texts is an important part of this course. Students will discuss and write in response to reading at nearly every class meeting. Many class meetings will be designed as Writer’s Workshops, giving students an opportunity to respond to each other’s writing, brainstorm ideas together, and collaborate in the editing process. A portion of the Workshop time will be devoted to elements of grammar, style, mechanics, and vocabulary as needed. Individual conferences will be held with each student throughout the semester to focus on specific needs.
We will take some time to explore the beginnings of academic research, including locating and analyzing academic sources, MLA documentation style, and exploring the resources of the campus library.

The Common Text for this year is Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi. Students are encouraged to engage in campus-wide activities related to this text. The final essay assignment will focus on themes brought out by our examination of Persepolis.
Course Objectives:

College Writing I engages students in the writing process, developing the skills that will enable them to succeed in their writing tasks at the University and beyond.

The broad learning objectives for this course include the following:

· Students will engage in the writing process, including drafting, revising, editing, and proofreading, considering clarity, purpose, audience, and style.

· Students will develop an understanding that multiple drafts enhance the final written product.

· Students will work with other students to provide feedback, critiquing the work of others and revising based on suggestions of others, developing an awareness of the value of collaboration in the writing process.

· Students will practice expository writing utilizing a variety of rhetorical strategies in response to a variety of audiences.

· Students will develop an awareness of the proper structure, genre, and conventions for different rhetorical situations.

· Students will hone critical reading and thinking skills.

· Students will write texts that integrate their own thoughts with the words and ideas of others.

· Students will explore their roles as participants in an academic community, learning how to employ writing throughout their college careers and beyond.

· Students will review relevant grammar, mechanics, and style.

· Students will be expected to practice academic honesty and avoid plagiarism.

· Students will exit with an awareness of their strengths and weaknesses as writers, and the self-assessment tools necessary to continue on successfully in their writing careers.

· Students will write consistently in various forms, including short responses, summaries, drafts, peer responses, and revisions, culminating in a portfolio of at least four formal essays.

Required Texts:
· Kirszner, L. & Mandell, S.  Patterns for College Writing: A Rhetorical Reader and Guide.  Eleventh Edition.  Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2010.
· Satrapi, Marjane. Persepolis (Provided to you by the Common Text Program)
· Hacker, Diana.  A Writer’s Reference. Sixth Edition.  Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s 2010.
· A good college level ESL English dictionary. (suggested) 

Grading:

Essay 1 (Narration) – 10 points

Essay 2 (Process) – 12 points

Essay 3 (Cause and Effect)  – 15 points

In-class Midterm  (Description)– 10 points

Final Essay (Common Text) – 18 points

Homework – 10 points

In-class writing – 10 points

Quizzes – 5 points

Attendance/Participation – 10 points

A grading rubric will be included with each Essay assignment. The goal with each essay is for you to succeed and become a proficient academic writer. With each essay assignment (except the in-class Midterm) you will have the opportunity to receive feedback from both professor and peers before your final essay is due. 

UML Grading System

	A
	Superior Work: Highest Quality
	94-100
	4.0

	A-
	High Honors Quality
	90-93
	3.7

	B+
	High Quality
	87-89
	3.3

	B
	Basic Honors Quality
	84-86
	3.0

	B-
	Below Honors Quality
	80-83
	2.7

	C+
	Above Satisfactory Quality
	        77-79                      
	                     2.3

	C
	Satisfactory
	74-76
	2.0

	C-
	Below Satisfactory Quality
	70-73
	1.7

	D+
	Above Minimum Passing
	67-69
	1.3

	D
	Minimum Passing
	64-66
	1.0

	F
	Failed
	0-59
	0.0


Attendance & Participation:

Students are expected to attend all class meetings and scheduled student conferences. You need to arrive on time and prepared. To earn full credit for participation, students should engage in class discussions and actively respond to peer writing during Peer Edit sessions.
Quizzes:

Quizzes are designed to identify areas of confusion in grammar, vocabulary and sentence structure as well as to assess the retention of lessons in these areas.

Homework:

You are expected to read all assigned texts for homework. Written homework assignments should be typed. 

Midterm Essay

Your Midterm Essay is an in-class writing assignment and must be completed within the normal class time. You will be given a writing prompt in advance, with an opportunity to complete pre-writing activities in preparation.

Formal Essays
You will be assigned 4 formal essays (this includes your final essay). A scoring rubric will be given with each of these assignments. For each of these essays you must:

· complete a draft for Peer Editing according to the timeline on your assignment

· complete a draft for editing by the professor according to the timeline on your assignment

· turn in your final copy along with both drafts (with peer and professor comments) in a folder to keep it all organized
· type, double spaced all essays (both drafts and final copies) in Times New Roman size 12 font (or something similar) and staple in the upper left corner. 

· include the following heading in the upper right corner:

· Student name

· College Writing I ESL 42.111-201 Fall 2011
· Assignment name (ex: Essay 1)

· include a title, centered at the top of the page (below the heading)

· NOT print a separate title page.

· indent each paragraph of the essay (DO NOT skip lines between paragraphs.)
Plagiarism:  

It is your responsibility to familiarize yourself with our university’s policy on academic dishonesty by reading carefully the information in the following website :(http://www.uml.edu/catalog/undergraduate/policies/academic_dishonesty.htm). 

I will report cases of plagiarism and cheating to the Provost’s Office according to University policy.

Supplemental Help:  

     If you are having difficulty in this course, it is your responsibility to seek out assistance by coming to see me and/or by utilizing the Centers for Learning (The Write Place). Do pick up a schedule of writing tutors from the tutoring center in Southwick Hall, 3rd floor, NC, or the O'Leary Library, 3rd floor SC.

Necessary Accommodations:  

     Please inform me within the first few sessions of the semester if you have a learning, or physical disability, which will prevent you from following the syllabus requirements. Proper provisions will be made to assist you in meeting the requirements of the course.  Please contact Student Disability Services. The office is located on NORTH campus, Cumnock Hall C6, phone: 978-934-4574, email:Disability@uml.edu. This documentation is confidential.  

Counseling Services:  

     UMass Lowell ‘s Counseling Center “ provides counseling services, consultation and referrals to help students achieve personal and academic success, as well as assisting students in better understanding and coping with their feelings, relationships, choices and academic studies.” The office is located on SOUTH campus iin the McGauvran Student Center, Room 363, phone: 987-934-4025, email:counseling@uml.edu. 

Decorum: 
We are all adults here and it is expected that we act that way. In class, all students should have the opportunity to speak without being interrupted by other students jumping in, by side conversations, or by cellphones and other electronics. Please turn off or silence all electronics. You are welcome to use a laptop (or iPad, etc) to take notes in class.
All students are expected to contribute to a safe learning environment. 

COURSE SCHEDULE (as of 9/16/2011)
When necessary, changes will be announced in class.

All reading assignments include active reading and note taking. You are expected to be ready to discuss and write in class about each reading assignment.
	Class Meeting
	Agenda & Activities
	Homework Assignments

(Due at the next class meeting, unless otherwise noted.)

	Monday
9/12
	1.) Write and discuss to define “narrative”

2.) Discuss “Socks” & “Only Daughter”

3.) Write in response to “Only Daughter”
4.) Proofreading Quiz, using the Hacker guide


	Reading:

Patterns, p114 – Smith-Yackel, “My Mother Never Worked”
Writing: 
Write in response to Writing Workshop ques. 3 on page 118



	9/14
	1.) Discuss essay
2.) Vocabulary

3.) Write in response to “My Mother Never Worked”


	Reading:
Patterns, p120 – Gansberg, “Thirty-Eight Who Saw Murder . . .”

Writing:

Write in response to Writing Workshop ques. 1 on page 124

	9/16
	1.) Discuss “Thirty-Eight . . .”
2.) Write in response to discussion

3.) Review of grammar (as needed based on assignments turned in so far)

4.) Essay 1 (Narration) assigned

5.) Vocabulary quiz
	Reading:

Reread as needed for Essay 1 assignment
Hacker on “Planning” and “Drafting”, p3-18

Writing:

Draft of Essay 1 ready for Peer Review


	Monday

9/19
	1.) Essay 1 Peer Editing – focus on revision (not editing)
2.) Schedule time for one-on-one conferences as needed.
	Reading: 
Hacker on “Revising” and “Writing Paragraphs”, p18-37
Writing: 

Draft of Essay 1 ready to hand in, with changes made based on Peer Edits (turn in Peer Edit sheet and draft with edits in a folder).

	9/21
	1.) Discussion & in-class writing: How I approach revision (talking about your writing process)

2.) Organizing paragraphs
3.) Schedule time for one-on-one conferences as needed.
	Reading:

Patterns, p 263-279, “Process”

Patterns, p287 “Getting Coffee is Hard to Do”
Writing:

Work on Final copy of Essay 1 due Monday 9/26.


	9/23
	1.) Draft of Essay 1 returned to students

2.) Sentence Style.
3.) Grammar notes.

4.) Writing a process


	Reading:

Patterns, p280, “How to Change a Flat Tire”
Writing:

Work on Final copy of Essay 1 due Monday 9/26.



	Monday 9/26
	1.) Hand in Essay 1. Take a deep breath.

2.) In-class writing: process 
3.) Making connections Process Writing and Narration
	Reading:

Patterns, p299, “Get it Right: Privatize Executions”
Writing:

Write in response to Journal Entry, p281

	9/28
	1.) Process with a purpose – convincing your readers.
2.) Essay 2 assigned

3.) Brainstorm ideas together for Essay 2
	Reading:

Patterns, p 199 – 213, “Exemplification”

Writing:

Begin work on Essay 2 draft

	9/30
	1.) Essay 1 returned to students with grades

2.) Discussion & in-class writing: using exemplification in writing
3.) Responding to “Four Tattoos” in Patterns, p214


	Reading:

Patterns, p223 “The Catbird Seat”
Writing:

Draft of Essay 2 ready for Peer Edit

	Monday

10/3
	1.) Essay 2 Peer Editing – focus on revision (not editing)

2.) Discussion & in-class writing in response to “The Catbird Seat”

3.) Schedule one-on-one conferences.
	Reading: 

TBA

Writing: 

Draft of Essay 2 ready to hand in, with changes made based on Peer Edits (turn in Peer Edit sheet and draft with edits in a folder).

	10/5
	1.) Grammar and mechanics lessons as determined by student writing.
2.) Writing an in-class essay – preparation strategies.


	Reading:

TBA
Writing:

Work in final copy of Essay 2 due for grading 10/14

	10/7
	1.) Student conference (no regular class meeting – come to your scheduled conference time)
	Reading:

TBA
Writing:

Work in final copy of Essay 2 due for grading 10/14

	Monday

10/10
	No Class meeting

Columbus Day
	

	10/12
	1.) Student conference (no regular class meeting – come to your scheduled conference time)
	Reading:

Patterns, p143-160, “Description”
Writing:

Final copy of Essay 2 due for grading 10/14

	10/14
	1.) Collect Essay 2 for grading.
2.) Discussion & in-class writing: Writing description

3.) Writing an in-class essay – preparation strategies.
4.) Mid-term assigned
	Reading:

Patterns, p167-171, “Ground Zero”

Writing:

Prepare an outline to guide you in writing the in-class Mid-Term essay 

	Monday

10/17
	Mid term essay
	Reading:

Patterns, p 321-337, “Cause and Effect”

Writing:

Write at least 3 ideas for a Cause and Effect essay

	10/19
	1.) Discussion & in-class writing: Writing Cause and Effect
2.) Essay 3 assigned
	Reading:

Patterns, p350, “Guns and Grief”
Writing:

Respond to the Journal Entry prompt on p 355

	10/21
	Writer’s Workshop groups for Essay 3
	Reading:

Patterns, p357, “A Peaceful Woman Explains. . .”

Writing:

Draft of Essay 3 ready for Peer Edit on Wednesday (10/26)


	Monday

10/24
	Discussion and in-class writing on text.
Check in about Essay 3
	Reading:

Patterns p363, “The Power of Words in Wartime
Writing:

Draft of Essay 3 ready for Peer Edit 

	10/26
	Peer Edit of Essay 3

	

	10/28
	1.) Student conference (no regular class meeting – come to your scheduled conference time)
	

	Monday

10/31
	1.) Student conference (no regular class meeting – come to your scheduled conference time)
	Reading:

Patterns p547-572, “Argumentation”

Writing:

Draft of Essay 3 for professor

	11/2
	1.) Essay 3 draft due to professor.

2.) Discussion & in-class writing: Argumentation
	Reading:

TBA

Writing:

TBA

	11/4
	1.) Grammar & mechanics
	Reading:

Patterns, p705-713. “Combining the Patterns”
Writing:

TBA

	Monday

11/7
	1.) Essay 3 drafts returned to students

2.) Discussion & in-class writing: combining the patterns
	Reading:

TBA

Writing:

Work on Essay 3, due for grading 11/14

	11/9
	1.) Structure & Style

2.) Discussion & in-class writing: combining the patterns
	Writing:

Work on Essay 3, due for grading 11/14

	11/11
	No Class meeting

Veterans’ Day
	Writing:

Work on Essay 3, due for grading 11/14

	Monday

11/14
	1.) Essay 3 due for grading

2.) Reading & using visuals
	Reading:

Patterns, p588, “Letters from A Birmingham Jail”
Writing:

TBA

	11/16
	1.) Discussion & in-class writi8ng: King’s “Letter for a Birmingham Jail”
	Reading:

Patterns, p588, “Letter from A Birmingham Jail”
Writing:

TBA


	11/18
	1.) Discussion & in-class writi8ng: King’s “Letter for a Birmingham Jail”
	Reading:

Patterns, p604, “What is a hate crime?”; p.606, “Calling Nooses . . .” and p611, “Ignore the Noose Makers”
Writing:

TBA

	Monday

11/21
	Discussion & in-class writing: Debate
	Reading:

Patterns, p730. “The Myth of the Latin Woman”
Writing:

TBA

	11/23
	Final Essay assigned
	Writing:

Begin Pre-writing strategies for Final Essay

	11/24
	No Class meeting

Thanksgiving Break
	Reading:

TBA
Writing:

Continue Pre-writing strategies for Final Essay

	11/28
	1.) Class discussion of Persepolis and Final Essay assignment
	Reading:

TBA
Writing:

Continue work on Final Essay

	11/30
	
	Reading:

TBA
Writing:

Draft of Final Essay due for Peer Edit

	12/2
	1.) Peer edit for Final Essay
	Reading:

TBA
Writing:

Draft of Final Essay due for Professor

	Monday

12/5
	Draft of Final Essay due to Prof.
	

	12/7
	1.) Student conference (no regular class meeting – come to your scheduled conference time)
	

	12/9
	1.) Student conference (no regular class meeting – come to your scheduled conference time)
	

	Monday

12/12
	
	


